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Buzzwords obscure reality

Labor’s failures on housing & health can’t be disguised by trendy catchphrases

12 Saffions’s spoech is
still betng Nnalised
Bt there are some
wellrehearsed Hines
that should be
Included in the Budget bingo
card {or those keeping score

Keeping WA moving will be

the Government's theme
Houslng supply will be the
centrepdece. “It's all about
SUPERY, supply, supply.”
has boen the answer
whenever there are
questions about rising
mortgages and rents

Delivery should be on
the bingo card, 100,

That ks the real tost for
the Treasurer and on that
score the Opponition has
boen busy practising its

owrs Moe of attack
“The peopie of Western

Australia are sick of seving
this State Govermment patting
themseives on the back withoa!

any dellvery to show for it

Bastl Zemptlas sadd on
Sunday. “They want to see
resuita”™
Because oo housing
and bealth - Labor talked
the talk but under.cooked the
repalr job last year

Tinkering at the thresholds
of stamp Guty COnCosSions was
quickly outdone by surging
prces

Cotstruction Largpets wese 4
cage of cloge but no clgar as
completion rates bagped

The post-election Budpet
buzz phirase in 2025 was
“economic infrastructure

poled and sires weren't sexy

1 they were Importiant
Saflot said.

Labar had to pet & movw on
the groundwork 1o have any
hope of reaching its 2000
deadline for coal and Roger
Cook’s vaunted groen energy
transition. The energy
tranaition bs a slew brn

But health and housing need
a quicker fx

The writing was on the wall
on both tssves before and
during last year's election bt

the Opposition’s Jow sumbers
and tnfightng shielded Labor
a! the ballot box

Since then it has been harder
to gloss over.

Health demanded a better
swhution and pot a §1 3 béllion
Building Hospitals Fund (now
£2b) in November:

This week, i1's Bousing’s turn
and the Government’s boen
DUsy putting SAXpaywry” money
where its mouth is

Already there has been $682
milon for “seven cities”™ in
regional WA, $1b for enabling
Infrastracture to build 34,000
homes and more Koystart
support for first-homebuyers
as the bank of Roger and Rita
picks up the siack from the
bank of mum and dad that can't
koep up with surging prices
Rent reform tipping the power

balance from landionds to
tenants was announced on
Monday, plus a $13.5m
extenshon to financial ssppoct
for those in rental stress. And
Cook says there's still a few
surprises up Rita's rolled-up
sbeoves,

“There's always surprises on
Budget day.” he sald,

It's the fodlow through after
May 7 that will shape the
political battle in WA for 2027
and boyood. Lador’s ad
panseam repeat of “jobs, health
and housing™ as s pricrities
have set a chear standard

The Zemepilas-bed
Opposithon’s attacks will lose
momentum If those
announcements do finally
become reality.

The Liberals’ plan B strat
Is “tensible”™ sponding, !!'.ouw

that's trickier, A healthy
surplus can dull the calls for
Budget restraint in WA versus
Canberra, as it did on Tuesday
when the Premier demanded to
know what Zempllas would
hypothetically cut

But that won't wash if
controversial project costs blow
oul, Labor has its excuse
ready, that was worn out by
Meotronet and COVID s inmpact
ony supply chains — “global
uncestainty”,

Expect that phrase to pet a
workout on Thursday. too,

But despite war raging in
Lran fmpacting fisel Bowsers
Bece, that excuse won't fully

absolve the Treasurer

Especially If the Perth Park
and its racetruck exceed $217m.
while hospitals and housing
targets remaln a work in
progross. Bocause these crises
predate the lran war

“This is ot guick in the
coming.” Rankwest Curtin
Ecanomics Centre director
Alan Dupcan sald

He's described a “perfoct
store” of population growth
and supply constraints that
have eraded production
cagacity oo housing

“Housing should be
absclutely No 1 priority.
becanse therein Bes a solution
to a bunch of other
cost-of-living pressures that

le xro facing, ™ Professor
an said

Bome wasn't bubit in a day.
But in WA in 2026, 1t"s all about
delivery, Expect to seo plenty of
mindsters armed with hand hats
and shovels, trying to dig the
Govornment cut of a
population driven hole

This cconamy’s competing
challenpes of supply and
inflation will demand they get
thelr hands dirty 10 ensure the
Job pets done.

And the Brdpet's baswonds
will need (0 be seen 10 be
believed



