It s now well beyond tlme for
the WA public to now ask the
hard questions from our State
Government about the new
GST windfall for WA,
announced last week in the
latest national allocation (News,
14/3).

Congratulations firstly to the
WA Government in obtaining
the increased windfall, however
one must ask why are essential
services deteriorating whilst
the GST Is increasing?

WA is the richest State in the
Federation, but still can't run
basic services properly. This is
well demonstrated across the
State with health and hospitals
deteriorating, housing
shortages, prisons overflowing
and the now highlighted lack of
fuel security for our farmers
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last week not being extended to
all sectors of the explxling
housing market?

Many of these questions will
never be resolved whilst we
have a Government that not
only lacks accountability, but

and miners. the talent to resolve the issues,
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One has the right to ask hd
the WA Government is B
spending the rivers of money
that are now pouring into the
State and why are 80-vear-old
grandmothers are still sleeping
in hospital corridors (News,
13/3)

With our hospitals and
prisons now well over
operational capacity, why isn't
there a plan for desperately
needed new facilities, which
both have five to 10-year lead
times?

Why are off-the-plan stamp
duty reforms announcesd in

pjects that have a limited
geted audience, such as a

overruns. ;

As a result, we now have the
Premier crying poor, telling us
he understands what we're
going through with the way
things are. This as he buys a
new unit with a possible price
tag of between $700,000 and

wﬁoooo Meanv.hlle some
people are going without meais
or trying 1o sCripe some money
together so the Kids can enjoy a
school excursion.

So tell us again, Premier, how
you can't afford to pay your
mortgage with your property
porttollo and

ln tmth. we hke trinkets

One might assume, from
reading the letters published
each day. t v West
Australian voters have grown
wesry of the current Labaor
government.

Yet recent polling suggests
the opposite — that Labor is
likely to be returned at the next
election with a majority similar
to the one it already holds.

This contrast is revealing.
The views expressed by regular
letter writers do not necessarily
reflect the broader sentiment of
the electorate.

1t also raises the question of
whether the Government's
strong financial position is
eing interpreted by voters as
evidence of superior economic
management.

In reality, much of Western
Australia’s Budget strength has
been underpinned by
exceptionally high rovalties
from iron ore and gold
production.

These revenues have
significantly boosted the State's
finances, regardless of which
party happens to be in office.
The more pressing issue is
how this windfall is being used.

any would argue that greater
lority should be given to core

ices such as hospitals,
policing and education rather
than to projects or initiatives of
a more discretionary nature.

For now, however, it appears
thal a lnrgc soction of the




