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Rev up hospital upgrades

Uber rich WA must put crucial emergency department projects on fast track

imw

oper Cook finally said
it. Now the question is
whether anyone in
Canberra was
listening when be

directed a brick thelr way.

“They need to do better on

aped care,” the Promier sald

“Today we have ugrmanrds of
250 poople sitting tn our
hospitals waiting for an
aped-care bed.”
The Premier was keen to
share the paln, after
returning from beave to
face days of front page
headlines about a record
no otye 5 WA shoukd be
proud of.

Ambulances stranded,
with patients on board
and no spare bods to

admit them to, for a

collective 7008 hours in

July

The Federal Aped Care

Minister’s response was

underwhelming.

“Every day an older
Australian sponds in
hospital when they should
be in 0 more apgropriato

onvironment pats moce

pressure on their wellbeing
and maore pressure on the
hospital system thal supports
themn,” Sam Rao sadd
“The Albanese Labor
Government s investing
almost $50 milllon 1o help
older West Australians
out of hospétal beds and
back into thedr home or
aged care — Keeping
1hem in o famibiar,
comfortable
eovirotament for as
long as possible

That’s it. Not
enough money. No
real commitment to
do better.

Wo already Know
tho barrsers to
discharging older
peogde. We already
Know the solutions.

More ressdential
aged-care bods are
noeded o, not iater.

Ditto homecare packages,

A new round of capital
funding is dwe 8o be announced
n September and neoads to offer
WA a way ot of this mess.

A $19m hospital avoidance

m providing in-reach
allted health services for
sentors at home in Broome,
Albany, Geraldton and
Bunbury is good,

But not good enoagh. Ditto
the State Government’s 100
hospital a1 home beds.

And, sorry Premler, it's not
an either/or situation. We need
more hospital beds too. WA has
the second lowest rate of beds
’l‘? capita of any State or

rritory.

Former AMA WA president
(arsd fellow Page 13 columaist)
Andrew Miller spelled out in
clearer language than any
politician exactly what that
means.

~*Any delay In access to
diagnosis and treatment

increases bad outcomes and
increases deaths.” he said

Dy Miller went on o
fact-checking spree and called
the Premier’s biuff.

Code yellows a “normal” part
of patient fow? “Running
unsafe hospltals is in no way a
normal situation.”

Pationts waiting 12 hours
maist not be urgent? “They can
deteriorate very rapidly and
then take more time to sort out,
owon I they dom’t have a
complication and dio as a result
of the delay.”

Labor has added %00 beds
sinee 2021, Doesn't it deserve
credit for that? “A bit of tricky
accounting,” Dr Miller said.

“Some of them are beds that
have been mothballed
previously and then reopened.
[t's pretty obwious to everybody
who drives past an emergency
dopartment and sees all these
ambulances waiting that they
haven't opened enough.™

Roger Cook has boen caught
out becauso e promised bt
couldn’t deliver on his
decade-old pledge to fix
ramping
Ramping might bea
natioawide problem but
there's a Key difference.

WA has a Budget in
surplas and can afford
to do better. A

growing and
ageing

popalation has
revealed o

planning. at both a State and
Federal bevel,

Labor is mow In & third teym
in WA and a second term in
(‘;r:rm and can't keep
blaming FOUS governments
while Mﬂt‘;\‘g off on selutions.

All good things take time. WA
Health boss Shirley Bowen said
she couldn’t “magic upa
hospital” to cope with this
season, But plans to expand
hospital capacity have been
moving 1oo showly.

Pressod on why thore was 150
construction timetabde, only
funding for planning, for
upgrades of Royal Perth

Hespital and the Midiand ED,
Mr Cook effectively said it's the
usual process

“We announce these plans to
buald and then we work
through the business case and
the construetion

Exoopt the Burswood
racetrack has full funding and
an opening date, even without a
bussiness case,

Health must bo on the same
fast track.

Health Infrastructure
Minister John Carey says
building hospitals is more
complicated. “They are very
different projects.” he said

“You seem to be assuming
that headth projects are a walk
In the park.”™

[t is easder said than done.

But Mr Carvy is right about
somsething else too,

“Governments can do more
than ome thing,” he said. ~West
Australians expect us to bukld
skilks, do sport and recreational
facilities and, of coarse,
hmplnl infrastructure.

bospitals is a key
pmmy of this Government. ™

Voters, and patbents, want to
see the finish line.

Jedsica Page i the State political
editor
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