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Rio HQ boon in doubt due to convention centre drama

Mining giant limbo as
centre revamp stalls
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Treasurer Reta Saffioth Insists
e remains “wvery keen” to
redovelop Perths vy
maligned comwniion comtre,
ot wont be rmbed into
sgning a potestial  Billioes
daollar cheque

The West Ausiralian can
reveal local MP sad Lands Min
ister Johm Carvy and Bast] Zem
pllias - hem Perth mayor and
now Opponition Leader — also
wolced thetr sspport for the pro-
oot in a Video preseniation to
ootvinee Rio Tinto to move its
WA Beadquazters to e river-
front Ase

Sources sxy the mining g
ant’s plan %0 sign on as anchor
tenant was reweaded 10 senior
aff three woeks ago, amid
spoculation that Sumon Trett's
elevation 10 CEO could ense dxy
resalt In Rio Tsto's global
headquarters  shifting  from
London %o Perth

Instend of cobebrating & coup,
the developenent & sow hinging
on e Government 10 dockde as
varly as this week whether it
will go ahead amid repocts of
anysety over the potential cost

00 Laspayera A peico tag s yet o
be reveadid.

"We've been working really
Dard to make sure that we coudd
ot 3 new comvention and exhi-
Bitson oenlre, I'll say that very
choarty,” Ms Saffotl sasd on
Sundxy

"We've theowm 2 Mt of
resources of Covernsest
ke sure that we can et a
model that will delrver 1o the
whole community. we're wry.
vory koem %0 wo 2 redeveloped
Comvenition and  Exhibétion
Centre. S0 we've boen working
through that, sad  that
consideration s now tefore
Government,

“We Raxve to dalance the comt
versus the benefits, also the
timing of that delivery and how
i coudd be dolivered

*1 note the Oppositicn dida’t
make A Commitroeet b i1 atl the
election so, odwiously, they
werem't that  serious  abogt
W edsher.”

Mr Zempilas said health

ny suggesied

Gpprade shoodd take prierity
ovr 3 Iurwood and
arrphitheatre.

Other States are circling to
stoal major events, If the project
Bat fMoksbed 3 planned
by 2020

The West revealed oo Satur
day that Brabane is om standly
as an alternative host for the
ENG 209 conference, which is
expocied 10 Sroetale eCOnSME
benedit worth up to $100 million

Ms Safiots sa M that was not &
primary comidderation, ahead
of & mecting of B0 Govern:

ment’s  expenditure  review
committee this week
“We peed fo make sare we pet

150 Dot value for ssoney for the
State.” the Tresauser said

“We newsd 10 o and make sure
that this project cam be dell
vered as we manted, 0 we'ro
wing through all  thow
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ST 2 g, big prodect ™

Jotnt venture parteers Wylle
Group and BrookNeld hold a 35
your dease over the PCEC ate
s described nogotinticess as
positive oo Seaday.

“We have bown working very
positively and collaborntively
with the Governmesd” Wylle

Greup managing  director
Melissa Karbson sadd.

“We Jook forward to conting
Ing to do s0 over the coming
months (o Nnaliw a propoaad
1t will tranorm cur city and
At the same time show great
value for monwy benefits for the
State of WA

“As with any project that
rogadres fundisg in a changing
Nscal funding in a chanpng
flscal environment, we are com
mitied %0 contimsing %o finaliw
the project theroughout the reat
of 2 10 etsure the Nnad
Investmen! docksion Is moade
sodl bs affordable ™

Ms Karlson was aloopside
Premier Roger Cook aod M
SafMott when the proposed
desagn was urvesled in Javoary
laat yoar.

That design included com-
mercial office space, & Bew
hoted, 1wo reshiential towers
304 a new Serry terminal

At the time, Mx Safliot) was
Tourinm Misistor and calied the
redovelopment & “mdnalve op-
portunity”™ to transform the
waterfroot and cement Perth's
sttt as » “workd-clas destina-
on™ for busslness tourism
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