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Perth Park is the name for the new development next to Optus Stadium in Burswood. Often controversial
due to the inclusion of motorsport, the majority of the redevelopment will be focussing on everything but
motorsport. It is important to us as cyclists as it will provide a new racing and training circuit close to the
city. It is important to the rest of the community as it will provide an outdoor entertainment space and
facilities for loads of other activities.

These two things, however, don’t always co-exist well and luckily SPR has been involved in the
consultation process over the last couple of years. Last week it was announced that the major construction
contract has been awarded. A few days before that, there was a meeting about the setup of the cycling
circuit and it’s interaction with other aspects of the park. Hopefully our feedback is taken on board and
we get a facility that can really benefit the cycling community.

There have been a number of announcements about the park in the last week some directly from the
government and some from the dedicated website. However, there is a lot of talky, talk in there so let me
explain what I know after having discussions with the designers and main roads.

There are three potential track layouts. A dedicated training track of 850m, a race circuit of 1.25km and a
longer circuit of about 1.79kms (see pictures below). The longest circuit takes in some of the surrounding
roads and would require traffic management as well as approval from Venues West, who will be
managing the area. This circuit would potentially be used for bigger events like state or national races.
The shorter 1.25km track circles the new pit lane and open air amphitheatre area. This does not require
traffic management, but would require approval from Venues West. The shorter circuit, or “training
track™ is meant to be accessible for cyclist at all times except when used as part of the motorsport circuit
or used as bus parking during a stadium event.

So, let me explain a few things before we delve further into track design, etc. A stadium event is any time
that the stadium fully utilised. i.e. footy game, concert, etc. During these times, they generally close off
the roads surrounding the stadium and force people to take public transport. Unfortunately, all these extra
buses need to go somewhere and they will be parked on the training circuit. So, that is one caveat on our
training circuit that is “available at all times”. Fortunately, most of these events don’t take place on a
Sunday morning when our races usually do, so there is some room for negotiation.

Speaking of that, the relationship with Venues West and how things are booked is also an unknown at the
moment. The fear is that the amphitheatre area will be booked out so often that we never get to use the
1.25km circuit. Our only saving grace is that we generally run races on a Sunday morning, so could
probably negotiate around bump in, bump out access for another party setting up inside the race track.
The same applies to organised training sessions on the smaller circuit. It is unknown at the moment how
that will operate. If the Speeddome is anything to go buy (also managed by Venues West) then potentially
slots of time could be booked out by clubs, or set times for all access bulk training could be organised.

The majority of the discussion that was had last week with the designers centred on the training circuit
and what it would look like. The length of the circuit was raised as a concern if used for racing, but due to
the camber of the race track and access for pedestrian walkways, this is the best option we have. The
southern straight which shares alignment with the event track is part of the car race circuit and should be
wide enough for competitive racing. The northern side runs parallel with Roger Mackay Drive and will be
separated from normal traffic. However, the motorsport circuit uses the full width of the bike and car
lanes, so any barriers need to be removable. Their initial suggestion was to put those small slightly
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elevated lumps (armadillos) between the cars and bikes. I cautioned against that as it is hard for bikes to
see them when in a group and if you hit one you will end up on the road side of the circuit. They said they
will look into a wall to separate the traffic.

Another bonus has been the advocacy work from Westcycle to push for lighting to be put around the
training circuit. This gives us unprecedented access to a circuit all year round and potentially allows us to
run midweek winter races. However, I can foresee a number of operational safety issues with having a
circuit so readily accessible. For example, what happens when a training group is riding around and some
random enters the circuit in the opposite direction. Should the circuit have only one direction, or does that
then limit the usability of it?
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