10 NEWS

JESSICA PAGE

Two of State Partiament™s big
gt personalities went head (o
Dead this week and the dedate pot
porsonal but the Fremder sald
i's falr garne

Budget Estimates moant Basi)
Zeenpilas had three hours to grill
Rita SafMfoti over the Burywood
race track and Hallan football

"Tariiament’s & protty robust
foreamn., and so cdviowaly you give
a bit. you taks a bie”
Cook sald

His own appoarance at an Esti
mates hoaring on Thurday was

Rt

more cordial He even Daughed at
the Opposition Laader's Joke that
artifx ntelligence  could
replace poditicians

People bave different styles of
politios. I've pot mine.” Mr Coolk
said

He's alroady 2ot the top Job, Mr
Zempilas wants it and the Depu
1y Premier i a possible sucoessor
M Labar holds on to powor

Their rivaley was on full dis
play. &5 the Treasuser confirnmed
the Burswood street circult
that the Opposition has dubbed
Dot “pet project” won't e
eady for the VE Suphrcars open
ing round kn 2027 which was the
Ceiginal alm

But she insisted the delay was
o news. And appeared ofTerded
by Mr Zompilas' line of question
ing. accusing him of fMalling
10 listeny

Wo sadd il be roady late 3027

we're targeting completion by
e 207" she sald on Wednes
Gy, “That's what § sd on Friday
25 part of my pross conference
which, azzin
pumbess.”

But the timeline did shift post

you don™t abeotd

eCion

In January last yoar, Super
cars Austradia boss Shane Rogers

fanked by the Preesier and Mg
SafMiot) — sadd “We're conlident
that it can bo delivennd for 2027
and certainly wili bo our opening
round.’

On Facebook the sagne day, Ms
Saffion] sasd Labor “hope to have
it ready in time for the 2027 Su
PETCArs season

By November, public
mients Mited the target comple

slate

thon date as “iae”™ 227 and the
first race for 28 The peice-tag
reains £217.5 millbon

Ms Salllot) angnily rejected the
Opposition’s clalans that a new
hospitality venue bedng oo
on (0p of that means the budpet
has blown out

“Was The CamDeld part of the
Coal that you reposted on (Optus)
Stadien™ Ms Saffioti fired off at
Mr Zempilas

Did (Barmetl) Include the

Matagarup Hridge, 44 M

ed

inchude the parklands. did he
inchude the changes to the Gra-
ham Farmser Froeway, dd you
Inchude the Staditen statscon”

“You diint. So don't oot 0
here and Jecture e abooy bud.
pets bocanse you hase 0o idea
about the history of this plece. ™

The Lideral eader &dntiot up
and Ms Safflost’s bost defence
was 1o attack

She accused Liberal MPs with
dubdous pasts a velled refo
ronde 1o Anthony Spagnole’s role
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Parliament battle spotlights the tension

BASIL v
RITA, IT'S
GETTING

at codlapsed builder Niche Living
- of teasming Up with the Greens
to oppose the Perth Park. She was
ordhered fo WMbdraw that comn-
paend, bart continued
*1 anderstand you have meem
bere 18 1the Upper House, mem
bers of The Clan who have
didlecent views of things. which !
dotr’t agroe with, aligning with
the Greens.” Ms Saflot) said
| understand you have an
unbealthy obsossion with (Perth
Park), But pood husk 1o you i this
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between two high-profile pollies

——————————

a bit, you take a bit.

Parliament’s a pretty robust
forum, and so obviously you give

s what you want to be focused on
I you want to hang your entire
pariiumentary carver (on )
From a man who did ne2hing at
the City of Porth but drive it into
the ground *

The Opposition Leader, who
veus previously Perth lord mayor,
kepn poing

"Minister, what I've pot an
otnession with here &5 trams
parency and the facts™ he
returned serve

fastier, the Tressurer used

Premier Roger Cook

Parzament’s rides to svold ques-
toms about WA's falled bid o
secure & Serde A ltalian football
match and the cost of ber trip
to Italy and Sweden

“The FOI process 1s not subject
Lo this curront Estimates (hear-
Ing).” Ms Saffots sald

Pressed on Dow much tax-
payers’ money was spoent, she
couddn’t < or wouldnt - say

“it's Just part of the Tourism
WA activity, they go for events,
and sometimes | win them, sonse

times | don'L.” she sadd. I know
your stand up in Moot of
the Malian communily and pere
tend to support them, but
ity obwioas your dont Uke the
ltalian conymunity.”™

She pointed out that My Zompl-
1as had travelled overseas, 100, a3
& peest of Qantss in X2

*Remember when you were in
Reene you took a bunch of
Jowrnalists to a ilm studio that
your said was in the CBD, but i
was actually 30 kilometros out-

sideof the CBD," Ms SafTioti said.
Labor still bas the woight of
numbers, with 46 of thoe Lagisks.
tive Assemnddy’s 59 seats. But this
back-and forth felt personal
“Soctal media has changed i,
It's becoene more hostile across
all poditics.” one Labor source
said
The Treasurer, Transport and
Sport and Recreation Minister is
in the thick of it more than most
“She has copped more misogy
nistic bullshit than anyone eise.”

they sald. Elected in 2008, she wan
called Labor's attack dog long
before Mr Zompilas bocame the
main Opposition target “She's
formidable. she's their best per-
former.” a Liberal source said

Mr Zompilas bas the task of
rebullding the Opposition, after
five Liberal Jeaders In six
years couddn't

"1 don't take the Treasurer’s
commsints persomally, bat | do
talke exoeption 10 statersents that
| "hate’ a particular ethnic group,
16y this case, Malians, That is sim-

y not e and the Treasurer

nows 2% Mr Zempilas sald
on Thursday

T'm focused on holding the
Governnment (0 acoount on
behalf of Western Australians ™

Labar has verwed to haold him %o
account, too

“He's made the entire (Liberal)
party about him w0 of cotsrse he's
ROt 2 tarpet on his back. ™ ancther
party source said

They want to make the first.
term MP ¢arn his stripes.

“Bast]l Zeenpilas didn’t come
into Estimnates (0 ask about the
Budpet,” Ms Saffot! sald

“He came In with a progere
pared performance ke It was
some sort of guest tedevision ap

o0

“T"'m focused on delivering peo-
Jects and economic outoomes for
the State. Bagll can continue %o
throw negative  commentary
from the sidelines bocause he has



